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YOUTH STATISTICS A seminar on understanding statistics about young people will 
be held in Sydney on 27 September 1999. The objectives are to: 
discuss the sources of data about youth; provide training in the 
background, uses and interpretation of these statistics; and 
provide an interactive environment to discuss the statistical needs 
of policy planners and service providers. For further information 
contact Helen Gardiner on (02) 9268 4562 or email 
helen.gardiner@abs.gov.au

2001 HEALTH SURVEY An ABS National Health Survey is proposed for 2001. Planning 
is still in the early stages, but it is expected the survey will cover 
health status indicators, health related actions and health risk 
factors. For further information contact Mike Langan on (02) 6252 
6403 or email mike.langan@abs.gov.au.

HOME SECURITY The Home Security Precautions Survey, NSW 1999 will be in 
the field in October 1999, and is due for release in March 2000. 
The survey will provide data on security precautions taken by 
households. Key areas of interest include the presence of security 
items, reason for installing these and the amount of money spent 
on household security items in the last 12 months. The survey also 
examines motivation for installing security measures and the 
influence of existing security items on the decision to live at the 
current address. Contact John Stamolis (02) 9268 4660 or email 
john.stamolis@abs.gov.au

RESEARCH AND  
DEVELOPMENT SURVEYS

These surveys are being conducted for the year 1998-99, and 
cover businesses, higher education institutions, government 
organisations and private non-profit organisations. Data being 
collected include expenditure and human resources devoted to 
R&D. Final results will be released in the period March to August 
2000. For further information contact Derek Byars on (02) 6252 
5627 or email derek.byars@abs.gov.au

THE POPULATION OF 
AUSTRALIA IS ...

Over 19 million! For the very latest figure, check out the 
population clock on the ABS website at http://www.abs.gov.au and 
access Themes/Demography.



WAGE COST INDEX Wage Cost Index, Australia (Cat. no. 6345.0) is released on a 
quarterly basis. The Wage Cost Index was compiled for the first 
time for the December quarter 1997 (with a base of September 
quarter 1997=100.0). Recently released figures show the index of 
total hourly rates of pay excluding bonuses for NSW increasing by 
3.4% from the March quarter 1998 to the March quarter 1999. The 
corresponding annual movement at the Australian level was 3.0%. 
For further information contact Carrington Shepherd on (08) 9360 
5151 or email carrington.shepherd@abs.gov.au

ILLICIT DRUGS ABS recently developed a draft Australian Standard 
Classification of Illicit Drugs and Other Substances of 
Concern. The classification is intended to meet the growing 
statistical need for a consistent methodology for the classification 
of drug related data in both the health and community, and crime 
and justice sectors. The draft classification structure and a 
background and issues paper are available upon request. Contact 
Cathy Williams (02) 6252 7996 or email cathy.williams@abs.gov.au

MULTI-CAUSE DEATH 
STATISTICS

Statistics for both the underlying and contributory causes of 
death are available for the first time in Causes of Death, 
Australia, 1997 (Cat. no. 3303.0). It is now also possible to 
examine associations between causes of death and analyse injuries 
reported in external causes of death. Contact Peter Burke on (07) 
3222 6069 or email peter.burke@abs.gov.au

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 
PROJECTIONS

Household and Family Projections, Australia, 1996 to 2021 
(Cat no. 3236.0) is expected to be released in October. This 
publication will provide projections of the number of households 
and families in Australia by State and capital city/balance of State 
for period 1996-2021. Also describes the method and assumptions 
used to produce these projections. Contact Sue Taylor on (02) 
6252 6141 or email sue.taylor@abs.gov.au

HEALTH AND WELFARE OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

The Health and Welfare of Australia's Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples, 1999 (Cat. No. 4704.0) was released in 
August. The publication provides a comprehensive statistical 
overview of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and 
welfare. It includes the latest information on a range of topics, 
including mortality; ill health; risk factors; access to, and use of, 
services; and recent developments. For further information contact 
Dr. Joan Cunningham on (08) 8943 2165 or email 
joan.cunningham@abs.gov.au

HEALTH INDUSTRIES The ABS will be releasing a series of new publications in 1999 
providing data on a number of allied health industries such as 
dental services as part of a continuing program of detailed surveys 
of the services sector of the Australian economy. For further 
information contact Annette Scott on (03) 9615 7677 or email 
annette.scott@abs.gov.au

SERVICE INDUSTRIES An information paper is available on ABS Service Industries 
statistics. This paper outlines background, current and future 
strategies of the ABS Service Industry Survey program as well as a 
list of Service Industry Survey publications. For a copy of this 
information paper, contact Bill Markham on (02) 9268 4376 or 
email bill.markham@abs.gov.au



BUSINESS LONGITUDINAL 
SURVEY

Business Longitudinal Survey, Australia: Confidentialised 
Unit Record File on CD-ROM, 1994-95 to 1996-97 (Cat no 
8141.0.30.001). This product contains a Confidentialised Unit 
Record File from the Australian Business Longitudinal Survey 
(BLS). The BLS provides a unique database which examines a wide 
range of business characteristics and behaviours, and links these to 
performance over time. For more information contact Clem Tozer 
on (02) 6252 6726 or email clem.tozer@abs.gov.au

MANUFACTURING Manufacturing Industry, New South Wales and Australian 
Capital Territory 1997-98, (Cat. no. 8221.1) will be released in 
October. Details of employment, wages and salaries, turnover, and 
industry value added classified by industry class will be shown. In 
addition, industry subdivision data classified by employment size, 
and data related to exporting activity will be included. Contact 
John Ridley on (02) 9268 4541 or email john.ridley@abs.gov.au

CULTURAL AND LANGUAGE 
DIVERSITY

Standards for Statistics on Cultural and Language Diversity, 
1998-99 (Cat no. 1289.0) is due for release in November 1999. 
This publication will present information on the standards which 
measures various aspects of cultural identity. The ABS uses these 
standards in its publications and encourages their use by other 
government departments and community bodies. For further 
information contact John Hodgson on (02) 6252 7074 or email 
john.hodgson@abs.gov.au

STATISTICAL CONCEPTS 
REFERENCE LIBRARY

The Statistical Concepts Reference Library is a comprehensive 
reference of ABS publications describing the concepts, sources, 
methods and classifications used to compile Australia's major 
economic and social statistics. The library is to be released to the 
ABS web site on 30 Sept, 1999 on http://www.abs.gov.au 

NATIONAL LOCALITIES INDEX 
(NLI)

A new edition of the National Localities Index (Cat no. 1252.0) 
was released in July to reflect the changes for the Australian 
Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) Edition 1999. The 
NLI holds over 31,500 locality and 136,000 street records across 
Australia. Contact Alec Bamber on (02) 6252 7582 or email 
geography@abs.gov.au

STATISTICAL TRAINING Need to design a sample survey or interpret sample survey 
results?

Introduction to Sampling Techniques on 9-10 November. This l
course covers: how to design and select samples, methods of 
sampling, determining results/estimates from the survey, 
quality issues and measures.

Turning Data Into Information on 6-7 October. The last l
session of the year for this ever popular course. 

For further information on these courses contact Rebecca Rodgers 
on (02) 9268 4744 or email rebecca.rodgers@abs.gov.au

STATISTICS NEWS 
ELECTRONICALLY

You can now access Statistics News NSW electronically. We can 
email you an Adobe Acrobat copy of Statistics News NSW for you to 
add to your intranet. Alternatively you can visit the ABS website at 
http://www.abs.gov.au and access News/Newsletters for a link to 
the Newsletter. Please contact us for more information.



SELECTED RELEASES JUNE TO AUGUST 1999

To order ABS publications please contact the Bookshop on (02) 9268 4620
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Australian Harmonised Export Commodity Classification (AHECC), 1999 ($93.00)
National Localities Index, Australia, July 1999 

Economic Indicators, New South Wales, June 1999 ($16.00)
Economic Indicators, New South Wales, July 1999 ($16.00)

Marriages and Divorces, Australia ($27.00)
Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex in Statistical Local Areas, New South Wales, 30 
June 1998, Floppy Disk ($45.00)
Population by Age and Sex, New South Wales, 30 June 1998 ($18.00)

Australian Social Trends, 1999 ($40.00)
Selected Museums, Australia, 1997-98 ($16.00)
Cultural Funding, Australia, 1997-98 ($15.00)
Health Insurance Survey, Australia ($18.00)
Crime and Safety, Australia, April 1998 ($25.00)
Higher Criminal Courts, Australia, 1997-98, ($20.00)
Environment Protection Expenditure, Australia, 1995-96 and 1996-97 ($26.00)
The Health and Welfare of Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 1999 
($41.00)

Assets and Liabilities of Australian Securitisers, June 1999 ($40.00)
Local Government Finance, New South Wales, 1997-98, Floppy Disk ($51.00) 
Local Government Finance, New South Wales, 1997-98, Hard Copy ($51.00)
State Estimates of Private New Capital Expenditure, March Quarter 1999 ($17.00)
Company Profits, Australia ($15.50)
Managed Funds, Australia, June 1999 ($16.50)

Labour Force, New South Wales and Australian Capital Territory, May 1999 ($21.00)
Career Experience, Australia, November 1998 ($19.00)
Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia, May 1999 ($18.00)
Wage Cost Index, Australia, March 1999 ($16.00)
Forms of Employment, Australia, August 1998 ($20.00)

Agricultural Commodities, Australia, 1997-98 ($18.00)

Business Longitudinal Survey, Australia: Confidential Unit Record File on CD-ROM, 1994-95 to 
1996-97 ($7,500)
Chiropractic and Osteopathic Services, Australia, 1997-98 ($17.00)
Audiology and Audiometry Services, Australia, 1997-98 ($16.00)
Tourist Accommodation, Small Area Data, NSW, March Quarter 1999 ($40.00)
Building Approvals, New South Wales and ACT, April 1999 ($18.00)
Building Approvals, New South Wales and ACT, May 1999 ($18.00)
Building Approvals, New South Wales and ACT, June 1999 ($18.00)

Australian Hospital Statistics, 1997-98 ($25.00)
Siena Group Papers: Families at end of 20th Century - Vol 1, 1998-99 ($20.00)
Health in Rural and Remote Australia, 1998 ($25.00)
International Health - How Australia Compares, 1999 ($25.00)

New Motor Vehicle Registrations, Australia: Preliminary, July 1999 ($15.00)


